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Township Committee
Members of the ‘Save the Seven Sisters’ campaign group once again attended 
September’s meeting to address Members, particularly with regard to the consultation 
exercise that RBH had carried out. Members of the Committee expressed their own 
concerns and asked that their support for the work of the residents be noted. I have 
agreed, on behalf of the Committee, to make enquiries regarding the current position 
of the draft Supplementary Planning Document.

As documented in my last report, I had raised a number of questions and concerns in 
relation to repairs and improvements to paths around Syke Pond. An Officer attended 
the Township Committee and gave Members an update.  I have requested a written 
update to the Healey Ward Forum on 18th October.

Greater Manchester Police
I have asked that a formal request be submitted to GMP requesting that, wherever 
possible, they attend future meetings of Rochdale North Township Committee to 
update on Police and community initiatives.

Rochdale North Township Action & Resources Committee
The Committee met for the second time in September and considered a number of 
joint bids along with Rochdale South that had a strong focus on community benefits 
and health and fitness.  We also considered a bid from Rochdale Walton Angling 
Society for funds for the installation of five pegs that will be suitable for wheelchair 
users.

A scheme for the installation of a lighting column in the Spotland & Falinge Ward to 
improve community safety in the area was brought forward by a Ward Councillor.

In Bloom

The judging took place in July; the results are 
due in October.  The route was looking 
fabulous and there were some exciting new 
displays.  Fingers crossed for all of our entries.

The Town Centre looked particularly 
impressive with its new Dippy themed 

display on Gracie Island.



Merchant Navy Day
On the 3rd September, I, along with the Mayor and Councillor colleagues, attended 
the Merchant Navy Day flag raising event outside the Town Hall. The Red Duster Is 
the affectionate name for the Flag that represents the Merchant Navy, with its proper 
name being the Red Ensign. 

This remembrance service has been an annual event nationally since 2001 and here 
in Rochdale and Heywood from 2014. The ‘Merchant Navy’ title was bestowed upon 
commercial shipping seafarers by King George V in recognition of their dedication to 
duty during the First World War and subsequently WW2.

In the First and Second World Wars the Merchant Service suffered heavy losses from 
U-boat attacks with around 14,661 Merchant Seafarers killed and in WW2 German U-
boats sank nearly 14.7 million tons of Allied Shipping and over 32,000 Merchant 
Seafarers lost their lives. During this period my Uncle’s ship was torpedoed and he 
was captured by the Germans and spent the rest of the War in a prisoner of war 
camp. 

“Under the Red Duster they sustained our Island Fortress” was the message on WW2 
posters at the time. And if you wish to pay your respects to the Wartime Seafarers, 
you can at the Remembrance Sunday Service on the 11th November where if you 
look closely at the Cenotaph in Town you will see the Flags of the Royal Navy, The 
Army, The Royal Air Force and the Red Duster!

Central Rochdale Area Forum
It was reported that the recent floods in the area had caused some damage. 
Residents affected had been signposted to the appropriate services. 

It was agreed that Ward Funds would be used to purchase new grit bins for Sheriff 
Street, Aboukir Street and Margory Close

Healey Area Forum
The forum discussed an issue with theft of York stone in the ward.  I am working with 
fellow ward councillors to look at possible solutions, such as CCTV.  There were also 
concerns about speeding vehicles, and the quality of the data collected during speed 
surveys. Residents reported ongoing problems with off-road bikes.

Norden Area Forum
Operation Dragster has taken place and an update was given. GMP were in 
attendance and detailed some of the operations and initiatives that have recently 
taken place, such as Safe4Summer.  Residents are interested in taking part in a 
Residents Speed Watch scheme, it is hoped that this can be achieved. 
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Spotland & Falinge Area Forum
The forum agreed to allocate some of its ward funds to the Northern Baroque 
Orchestra and to SETRA.  Residents discussed a number of rights of way and a 
number of footpaths requiring signage. Extensive discussion took place about the 
TRO recently advertised.

Tour of Britain

                                                                                                                             

Councillor Shaun O’Neill
Rochdale North Township Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the Council about 
these or any other matter relating to the Rochdale North Township Committee.

It was fabulous to welcome the final stage of Tour of 
Britain to our Borough; the race entered at Broad Lane 
and took in our marvellous Town Hall before exiting via 
Norden. The crowds were fantastic and whilst events 
were held in both the Town Centre and Norden village, 
the entire route was lined and our residents did us 
proud. The cycle display at Cutgate was made even 
bigger for the event and I’d like to thank all those 
involved.


